
Welcome to our new Membership Newsletter 

We are thrilled to share with you all the news from the Museum this
past summer. 
 Firstly, we would like to express our gratitude to all of our donors
and volunteers who have continued to support us. Your generosity
and dedication have allowed us to keep our programs running
smoothly and effectively.
 As we’ve done in the past, summer is the time for our annual
appeal. You’ll find some information on that here. 
We are also excited to announce our upcoming Museum events for
the fall, including the ever popular Folk Life Festival. 
Finally, we want to remind everyone that our Museum relies on the
kindness and support of our community. If you are able to donate
your time, talent or resources, please do not hesitate to reach out to
us.  Enjoy this quarter’s newsletter!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Use this “Elevator Talk” when folks ask you why you’re a Member:

The Quincy Museum, The Crown Jewel of the Gem City, has many facets:

the preservation of the historically and architecturally significant Newcomb-Stillwell Mansion,
visited by thousands each year
the curated collection of culturally relevant items placed on rotation display
the area’s only Natural History and Native American collections utilized by hundreds of area
students
a portfolio of cultural and educational events for all ages to contribute to community engagement
and pride 
 a variety of fulfilling opportunities for volunteer involvement 

It does take community support to keep these facets gleaming. Volunteers, members and, of course,
donors are essential, needed and greatly appreciated. I ask for your support to keep The Crown Jewel
sparkling, and I promise we will be good stewards of your gifts.



American Girl Doll Summer Classes

The American Girl doll classes, inspired by the popular book series, are designed
to celebrate and empower girls through historical learning and skill-building.
Museum educators Susan Daggett and Michaela Veihl guided participants
through three distinct historical periods: the 1990s, the 1960s and the Civil War
era.
Each session focused on historical figures and themes, with activities including
cooking, crafting and developing interpersonal skills. The week-long event
ended with a reception for family and friends of the attendees. The museum
plans to offer the popular classes again next summer. 

Pope Leo Lecture

June 10, the Museum hosted a
free Bicentennial Talk “Pope Leo’s
Quincy Connection.” Over 80
attendees learned of the new
Pope’s ancestral links to Quincy
and its institutions. Muddy River
News Editor David Adams and
genealogist Jean Kay explained
the connections of the Pope’s
grandfather, Salvatore Giuseppe
Rigitano, to Quincy University and
Quincy High School in the early
20  century. This event was very
well received and may form the
basis of an upcoming exhibition. 

th

Keegan Rouse 
Operations Director 

The Most Rewarding Part of your
Job? Getting to interact with the
community & make a positive impact
for the Museum

Favorite Room in the Mansion: 
The Den - I love the woodwork and
the stain glass

Favorite Music: Rock music! 

Staff Spotlight



Mark Your
Calenders! 

September 6 - The Adams
County Bicentennial Finale at
the Mendon Fairgrounds. Quincy
Museum is displaying artifacts
from MoorMans and Motorola at
the Legacy Industrial Exhibit. 
September 13 - Annual Frontier
Settlement Day. It is from 11am -
4 pm at Log Cabin Village
Quinsippi Island. Museum
pioneer artifacts will be on loan
and display. 
October 11 - Folk Life Festival at
the Museum 12-5pm. Volunteers
needed for this day of music,
food and fun! 

Mississippi Valley Historic Auto
Show

On Sunday, June 22, the Mississippi Valley
Historic Auto Club proudly hosted its 57th
Annual Car Show,  at the Museum, drawing
enthusiasts and families alike. From noon to 3
p.m., visitors enjoyed a stunning showcase of
antique cars. Awards were presented to the top
20 vehicles, including the new “Museum Choice”
and a special tribute award honoring the late
John Gebhardt.
Guests also indulged in local favorites JKW BBQ
and Colo’s Coffee, adding flavor to the festivities.
A heartfelt thank you to all our sponsors,
volunteers, and supporters who helped make
this event a resounding success!

VOLUNTEERS
ALWAYS NEEDED

FOR FRONT DESK 
DUTY

Folk Life Festival 
Join us on Saturday, October 11, 2025 , for a

special celebration marking our
organization's 60th Anniversary. This year's
Folklife Festival promises to be bigger and

better than ever.
Location: 1601 Maine Street

Time: 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Enjoy all your favorites—local crafts,

vendors, children's games, a bounce house,
and plenty of food. We're also introducing

an exciting new event:
The Ultimate Tug-of-War Competition

Local First Responder Heroes will go head-
to-head for the championship trophy. Want

to join the action? Teams of five can
register for $250 to compete and support

the Museum.
This is a can't-miss event filled with fun,

community spirit, and friendly competition.
For more information or to register your

team, contact the Museum at 217-224-7669
or email quinmu1@adams.net.



THE QUINCY MUSEUM 217-224-7669

www.thequincymuseum.org 1601 Maine St. Quincy, IL 62301

Annual Appeal 

Arriving in your mailboxes soon will be the Museum’s Annual Appeal Letter. This
year’s campaign features a heart-warming letter from Dr. George Meyer, Former
Superintendent of Quincy Public Schools. He details his close connection to the
Newcomb-Stillwell home - the place where he wooed his future wife Mary Nell. As
he writes, “Mary Nell and I once held hands on that front porch and imagined a
future together. Today, I imagine a future for this Museum—one filled with
curious children, bright minds, engaged adults, and meaningful connections. I
hope you will help us continue that vision.” 

Dr Meyer goes on to explain how the Quincy Museum plays an extraordinary role
in the region. “Few cities our size have a science, history and cultural center like
ours. Fewer still offer programming for children and adults alike. Please join me
in celebrating 60 years of community impact by making a generous donation to
the Museum’s Annual Campaign—the Museum’s primary fundraiser of the year.
Your gift will help preserve this historic home, expand programming, upgrade
technology, support educators, and serve families in Quincy and beyond.”

Please respond generously to our Annual Appeal. 

Thank you for reading!
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